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New York Times and USA Today bestselling authors Mercedes Lackey and James Mallory first

teamed up to write the Obsidian Trilogy, which was set in a wondrous world filled with magical

beings, competing magic systems, and a titanic struggle between good and evil. That world proved

so popular with the creators and readers alike that Lackey and Mallory have returned to it again,

with The Phoenix Unchained, Book One of The Enduring Flame, the opening volume of a new epic

fantasy trilogy. After 1,000 years of peace, much Magick has faded from the world. The Elves live

far from humankind. There are no High Mages, and Wild Mages are seen only rarely. Bisochim, a

powerful Wild Mage, is determined to reintroduce Darkness to the world, believing that it is out of

Balance. Tiercel, a young Armethalian nobleman, is convinced that High Magick is not just

philosophy. He attempts a spell-and draws the unwelcome attention of Bisochim. Tiercel survives

Bisochim's attack and begins trying to turn himself into a High Mage. Next in line to be

Harbormaster of Armethalieh, Harrier instead finds himself regularly saving Tiercel's life and

meeting magickal people and creatures. To Harrier's dismay, it seems that he must become a hero.

In The Phoenix Unchained, Harrier and Tiercel begin a marvelous journey to uncover their destinies.

Along the way, they meet a charming female centaur, several snooty Elves, and the most powerful

dragon their world has ever known.
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I picked up The Phoenix Unchained, the first novel in The Enduring Flame trilogy by Mercedes



Lackey and James Mallory because I haven't read Lackey before (and I wanted to) and this book

was available on audiobook (and I needed something for my commute). The Phoenix Unchained is

a sequel to The Obsidian Trilogy which, unfortunately, is not available (yet) on audio, and which I

haven't read. However, I had heard that this new trilogy can stand alone, so I decided to give it a

try.The Phoenix Unchained begins as best friends Tiercel and Harrier are attending their city's

celebrations of legendary events that happened in The Obsidian Trilogy. It's also Harrier's birthday

and, as a gift, his strange uncle gives him a book about magick which Tiercel asks to borrow. Tiercel

soon finds that he has some magick abilities and catches the attention of a Wild Mage named

Bisochim who is far away but wants to make sure that Tiercel does not disrupt his plans for allowing

some dark magick back into the world so that he can save the life of Saravasse, the dragon he's

bonded to. Tiercel begins to have bad dreams, so he sets out with Harrier to find a Wild Mage who

can help him.What follows is a standard coming-of-age epic fantasy quest involving lots of slow

travel, several magical creatures (centaurs, unicorns, dragons, goblins, elves, fauns, etc), and a lot

of sarcastic bickering such as teenage boys tend to engage in. The Phoenix Unchained is not high

literature, for sure, but it's solidly written, and the heroes are likeable, if not particularly exciting.

There are, however, several borrowings from Tolkien and others (gosh, the elves look just like

Legolas!
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